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With Alexandra’s reminder of “Only God is perfect” in mind, he gradually
mastered the challenge of making straight lines on curved surfaces and
“reasonably round” circular motifs. Nowadays, he creates amazingly-intricate
and beautifully-designed eggs for relaxation, and as a way of quieting his self-
described “noisy brain,” as well as managing stress. His hobby, often combined
with listening to books-on-tape or prayer, is both calming and creative. Plus,
the groupings of eggs provide unique and colorful displays throughout the
Saxe home, as well as ideal subject matter for Janet, a skilled photographer.

[ was especially curious to learn what this modern-day master egg decorator
knew about the history of Pysanky, and whether he felt bound by these traditions
when he works. So let’s flash back even further, to 2000 years ago, when Ukrainian
tribes considered eggs to be fertility symbols, and decorated them as part of
their Rites of Spring observances. With the advent of Christianity in that region
in the 10th Century, colored eggs were symbolic of new life and resurrection
(an early version of “Easter eggs”). Some Orthodox societies still consider the
traditional act of decorating eggs to be a sacred art form and specific colors and
symbols are used; and a resurgence of the art form emerged, following Ukrainian
independence in 1991. I was fascinated to learn that the term Pysanky is derived
from the Russian word “pysaty” (“to write”); and was reminded that Russian
Icon makers/artists are also referred to as “Icon writers.”
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After seeing Janet’s photos of colorful groupings of Steve's eggs,
I was convinced that he must approach his work as a specific series
to achieve such beautiful harmonious cohesion — but he assures me
that he works “one egg at a time” and places the completed eggs in
baskets throughout their home. The beauty of the accumulated eggs
are, indeed, serendipitous and random — and amazing. The rampant
pattern-on-pattern array delights the eye, providing reminders of
enduring ethnic patterns from all over the globe. My eye rests on
a fish motif, then a geometric pinwheel, then a dainty plant form,
then a contemporary graphic border design — all of it looks so
wonderful together. A collective of pattern and color, prompted by
ancient traditions— and also the outgrowth of curiosity, patience,
fascination, and the amazing mind of Steve Saxe. ==
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